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ABSTRACT

The Effects of Job Satisfaction and Play Support
Competency of Early Childhood Teachers on Happiness

Kim, Juha" - Kim, Younhee?

Y Teacher, Municipal Hosu Edu-High Childcare Center, ? Associate Professor, Suwon University

Purpose:  This study was conducted to investigate the correlation between job satisfaction, play
support competency, and happiness of early childhood teachers, and to understand
the effects of job satisfaction and play support competency on happiness.

Methods:  An online survey was conducted from September 2 to October 10, 2024, targeting
teachers in charge of classes for children aged 3 to 5 at early childhood education
institutions in City H, Seoul Metropolitan Area, and data from a final sample of 351
people were collected. Descriptive statistical analysis, correlation analysis, and
multiple regression analysis were performed using the SPSS 29.0 program.

Results: First, a significant positive correlation was found among early childhood teachers’ job
satisfaction, play support competency, and happiness. However, a negative correlation
was mostly found with satisfaction with welfare, a subfactor of job satisfaction.
Second, the job satisfaction and play support competency of early childhood teachers
were found to be variables that had a significant positive effect on happiness,
meaning that the higher the job satisfaction and play support competency of early
childhood teachers, the higher the happiness.

Conclusion: Since job satisfaction and play support competency of early childnood teachers have
been shown to be variables that can increase happiness, it is necessary to seek out
and apply ways to strengthen job satisfaction and play support competency to
increase teachers’ happiness.

Key words : early childhood teachers, job satisfaction, play support competency, happiness
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