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ABSTRACT

An Analysis of Domestic and Foreign Research Trends
in Mentoring Programs for Early Childhood Teachers
Kim, Hyekyung"

U Research Fellow, Gyeongsangnamdo Women and Family Foundation

Purpose:  This study analyzed research trends in mentoring programs for early childhood

teachers conducted over the past decade in Korea and abroad, with the aim of
identifying future research directions and policy implications.

Methods: A total of nine domestic studies and twelve international studies were examined and

compared in terms of research participants, research methods, program structure,
purposes, and key changes.

Results: First, regarding common characteristics, both domestic and international studies

588

predominantly featured pre-service or beginning teachers as mentees. Qualitative
research approaches were predominant in both contexts. Program implementation and
data collection periods varied widely, ranging from 4 weeks to 4 years. Second,
research objectives and key outcomes encompassed diverse aspects, from skill
acquisition and emotional stability of pre-service or beginning teachers to mentor
teacher capacity development. Third, significant differences emerged between domestic
and international research. International studies demonstrated greater diversity in
research participants, including experienced teachers, center directors, and mentor
teachers. While domestic studies’ program duration ranged from 4 weeks to 9 months,
half of the international studies involved programs lasting one year or longer.
Regarding research objectives and key outcomes, domestic studies primarily focused
on skill acquisition and emotional stability of pre-service or beginning teachers. In
contrast, international research demonstrated a more comprehensive approach,
encompassing not only these aspects but also mentor teacher development,
mentor-mentee relationships, peer mentoring, and international practicum mentoring.
Furthermore, international studies actively discussed issues such as insufficient policy
support systems. Notably, SNS-based mentoring program studies accounted for
one-third of all domestic research. Most fundamentally, the critical difference between
domestic and international research lies in the integration of mentoring within the
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practicum system in international contexts.

Therefore, future research needs to expand toward: developing customized mentoring
models for different teacher career stages, conducting research on mentor teachers,
implementing long-term longitudinal studies, adopting multidimensional approaches
including the quality of mentor-mentee relationships and organizational-systemic
dimensions, exploring the limitations and improvement strategies of mentoring
programs, conducting systematic research on SNS-based mentoring, and discussing
policy institutionalization of mentoring programs. This study strengthens the academic
foundation of early childhood teacher mentoring and provides policy implications for
supporting teacher professional development and stable career establishment in the
teaching profession.

mentoring program, early childhood teacher, research trends
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