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ABSTRACT

The

Meaning of Pre-service Early Childhood Teachers’

Experiences in Picture Book Reading Book Club Activities

Kim, Taekyung”

D Assistant Professor, Suseong University

Purpose:

Methods:

Results:

Conclusion:

The purpose of this study is to investigate the meaning of pre-service early
childhood teachers’ experiences in participating in a picture book reading book club
activity. This study was attempted on the premise that participating in a book club,
where they read and communicate about picture books together, can be a
meaningful educational approach to provide pre-service early childhood teachers with
enjoyable literary experiences and develop their literary competence.

The study participants were 10 pre-service early childhood teachers from A
University. The picture book reading book club activity was operated for a total of
12 sessions-one pre-activity session, 10 main activity sessions, and one post-activity
session-from March 25 to July 3, 2024. Data were collected and analyzed through
group interviews, reflective journals, book reviews, and one-line writing card records.
Pre-service early childhood teachers who participated in the picture book reading
book club activity demonstrated the following: First, they gained an in-depth
understanding of picture books and rediscovered their literary value. Second, they
developed literary education expertise and teaching efficacy as pre-service early
childhood teachers. Third, they formed a sense of community belonging through the
acceptance of diversity and the formation of cooperative relationships.

Through the experience of participating in the picture book reading book club
activity, pre-service early childhood teachers cultivated literary sensibility, became
active readers, and enhanced their literary expertise and competence. The book club
activity further expanded the depth of their literary experiences and deepened and
broadened the curriculum content.

Key words : early childhood literature education picture book, pre-service early childhood teacher, book
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